
Visit http://www.greenlaws.lsu.edu for the latest on 
Green Laws…A new compact disk educational program has been completed and is ready for public 

use. This is a first ever program on the subject of landscape codes and tree ordinances. A 'speakers program' and 
'self study guide' has been prepared. The program has been researched, written, designed and illustrated for use 
by city administrators, city officials, non-profit tree and landscape organizations and interested students and 
citizens. The program can be modified for specific use in local communities with appropriate credit given to the 
School of Landscape Architecture, Landscape Ordinance Research Project, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. 

The program with its many examples, appendices, and exhibits covers three broad themes. They include a section 
entitled 'how we build.' This part of the program illustrates problems that are created that can be solved by 
landscape and trees laws. Examples of poor community design are given to make it easy for people to see the 
many problems that can be solved with the use of vegetation for screening, shading, spatial articulation and visual 
control. A second theme, 'how to build' tells what landscape codes and tree laws are, how they are written and how 
these tools working with other city building codes and laws can create green communities. A final theme explores 
the 'visual structure of landscape law' as found in communities that have adopted landscape codes. Cities like 
Austin, Texas, Santa Monica, California, Collier County, Florida, Durham, North Carolina and Mandeville, Louisiana 
have all successfully put landscape codes to work. These use these specialized building codes to keep nature as 
an important element of city design. 

Green Laws And Community Design is an educational compact disk you can use to inform people about the need 
to keep nature in our communities and why nature is an important element of community design. Copies of the disk 
can be ordered by writing to:  

Attn: Bonnie Stine 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry 
P.O. Box 1628  
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-1628  
225.925.4500 bonnie_s@ldaf.state.la.us 

 

The answer to last months riddle: Ash 
What tree does everyone carry in their hand? 

Call Stephen or 
Will to order your 

new machine  
1-800-643-8039 
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Trees Vital to US Water Supply 
 

The US Forest Service web site @ http://www.fs.fed.us is 
full of research facts and information relevant to trees.  
Have you heard Secretary Vilsack’s speech given August 
14, 2009 that explains the vision for our national forests?  
Below are just a few of the interesting facts we learned 
from his speech and from the 2010 Forest Budget. 
 

• 87% of surface supplied drinking water comes from 
forests, farms & ranches 

• Urban areas are very dependant on rural lands & 
this conservation is vital 

• The 2010 Forest Budget Justification document 
includes a US map on p.8 that shows the percent of 
private forest expecting substantial housing density 
increases from 2000-2030 (rural to urban convert) 
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